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Viking Reminds You to Watch for Pest Problems

Spring is finally here.  Flowers and trees are blooming, lawns are greening up and various bugs and other critters are coming alive to invade us.  And when they do, Viking Termite & Pest Control is ready for the challenge.

During the onset of Spring, one of homeowner’s biggest enemies are termites.  Spring is termite swarming season, according to Jeffrey Graisser, Director of Operations  for Viking.  Headquartered in Bridgewater, NJ, Viking provides pest control and lawn services from branch offices located in New Jersey, Pennsylvania and New York.  During this time of year, reproductive swarms occur within termite colonies and alert us of their usually “behind the scene” presence.  Homeowners that discover actual swarms are confronted by hundreds of winged insects that are attracted to the light.  These tiny creatures have four uniformly sized wings and a brown to black small cigar shaped body.  Termites actually shed their wings shortly after taking flight and, many times, homeowners find scattered wings near windows or sliding doors or “wingless termites” marching along after the wings have been shed.  
Termites cause more damage than fires, hurricanes, and other natural disasters.  “This year’s moisture conditions in our area will prove to be very interesting,” according to Graisser.  “Termite swarming patterns and other types of insect activity will definitely be affected by environmental conditions.  Swarming does not always occur, but that does not mean that you may not have a termite problem,” explains Graisser.  The colony is still there and must continue to feed to sustain the colony.  And guess what they like to eat ……. Wood!  The same wood homes are made of.  Your home is your primary investment and you need to carefully consider who you will use as your pest control professional.  

Viking’s professionals inspect thousands of homes each year for various pest problems and are trained to look for things that could easily overlooked by homeowners.  Then they design a pest control program that suits the individual need of the customer.  “Today, there are options available for customers, including improved control materials such as Termidor®, manufactured by BASF and less intrusive termite baiting and monitoring programs, such as Dow AgroScience’s Sentricon® system.  Viking evaluates the pest problem and customer’s concerns and designs the best alternative available for each customer.  You may choose a baiting program and your neighbor may choose a more conventional approach to termite control,” explains Graisser.
 “Our primary goal is to satisfy our customers by providing a fast response to their inquiry and performing effective, modern control methodology,” emphasizes Graisser.  They must know what they are doing.  Viking was named one of the top fifty pest control firms in the US by Pest Control Technology Magazine, a leading industry publication.  Operating since 1980, Viking has grown to employ over 125 employees serving areas of New Jersey, Pennsylvania and New York from 9 service centers.  For additional information, call 1-800-618-BUGS (2847) or visit www.vikingpest.com.        

